FREEDOM TO DANCE PETITION

Many of you are aware that the Mr Galvagno the President of FIDS – the Italian IDSF National Organization - has forbidden all Italian Juvenile and Junior dancers from attending the Blackpool Junior Dance Festival in April. After the closing date for entries, these couples, who had sent their entry forms to FIDS, were informed that Mr Galvagno had not forwarded the entries to the Dance Festival Office and they were therefore not entered to dance. Many parents have booked flights and hotel accommodation.

The Blackpool Open to the World Junior Dance Festival has since 1972 included Juvenile and Junior Team Matches. These have always been friendly invitational affairs made up from individual schools or clubs from different countries. The members of the Teams have never been Official representatives of their country. The organizers would ask a teacher who regularly attended the festival to select a team. The teacher takes no part in the Team Match whatsoever. For personal or political reasons Mr Galvagno would not approve FIDS members from participating in the Team Match and forbid all members from participating in the Festival.

When the announcement was made, Mr. Spaeker, on behalf of the IDSF, immediately gave full support to Mr Galvagno's actions.

However this was a lone voice from the IDSF Presidium. Elsewhere there were responses from all over the world condemning the actions against our youngest competitors who were being used as pawns by Mr Galvagno to further political objectives. Nowhere is there stronger evidence that the Open Market Policy with respect to dance competitors is essential. 

There are Press Releases on the WDC and various web sites providing more details.

The WDC decided to make a petition that has no other agenda than to establish the wish to have the Freedom to Dance (and adjudicate) without hindrance and restriction and stop using children as weapons in a conflict.
Please go to http://www.wdcdance.com/phpPETITION/  and sign this petition and make your voice heard.

 PLEASE BE SO KIND AS TO ALSO DISTRIBUTE THIS EMAIL TO AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE.
